
The Vietnam War in Photos 



Ho Chi Minh: Communist leader in 
Vietnam; called for Vietnamese 

independence from France. 



Dien Bien Phu: 1954; Vietnamese stop 
attempted recolonization by the French. 



Domino Theory: Belief that if Vietnam 
fell to communism, all other Southeast 

Asian nations would fall too. 



To protest US involvement in the affairs of 
Vietnam, Buddhist monk sets himself on fire 

outside us Embassy in June 1963. 



In 1964, Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
which gave the president broad war powers in Vietnam. 



Napalm attacks by the United States 









As the war progressed into its third and 
fourth year, support for the war divided 
America between those who supported 
continued involvement and those who 

wanted complete withdrawal. 



Draftees burn their draft cards in protest to the war. 



Tet Offensive: January 1968 attacks by North 
Vietnamese to attack cities and US strongholds in South 

Vietnam. 



The Tet Offensive was a turning point in 
American support of the war.  It showed that 
after years of fighting that the North 
Vietnamese communists were committed to the 
cause and had no intention of surrender.   

IF AMERICA WAS GOING TO WIN IN VIETNAM IT 
WOULD COST MORE TIME AND LIVES THAN 
MOST WERE WILLING TO SACRIFICE. 



1968 



In response to the quagmire in Vietnam, 
President Johnson announces he will not run for 

re-election in 1968. 





Robert Kennedy announces candidacy for President 
after Johnson steps aside.  He is assassinated in June 

1968. 



1968 Democratic National Convention: Riots 
erupt over opposition to Vietnam War. 



Conservative Richard Nixon wins presidency in 
1968 on promise to end war in Vietnam. 



Nixon sent US troops into neighboring Cambodia to 
quell communist uprisings there and stop the genocide 

of the Khmer Rogue regime. 



Protests against expanding the war into Cambodia formed 
around the nation.  At Kent State University in Ohio four 

protestors were killed by National Guardsmen. 



In 1971, word leaked out of the American massacre 
(and cover-up) of unarmed Vietnamese women and 

children at My Lai in 1968. 



1973: Nixon removes remaining troops from 
Vietnam; South Vietnam falls to the Communist 

North. 








