
1993-2009 

THE CLINTON 
AND BUSH 
(43RD) YEARS 



• SSUSH25 The student will describe changes in national politics 
since 1968.  

• e. Explain the relationship between Congress and President Bill 
Clinton; include the North American Free Trade Agreement and his 
impeachment and acquittal.  

• f. Analyze the 2000 presidential election and its outcome, 
emphasizing the role of the electoral college.  

• g. Analyze the response of President George W. Bush to the attacks 
of September 11, 2001, on the United States, the war against 
terrorism, and the subsequent American interventions in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.  

 



Essential Question 

•After the collapse of the Soviet Union and 
the end of the Cold War, what new 
threats did Americans end up facing at 
the turn of the 21st century? 



Clinton/Gore Victorious in 1992 
•Democrats Bill 
Clinton and VP 
Al Gore easily 
defeat George 
H.W. Bush in 
‘92 election. 

•Third party 
candidate 
Ross Perot 
heavily 
impacted 
election. 

 
 



North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 

•In 1994, the nations of 
Canada, the US and 
Mexico signed an 
agreement known as 
NAFTA. 

•NAFTA eliminated 
tariffs on imports and 
exports (hence the 
term “free trade”) 
amongst the three 
nations. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NAFTA_logo.png


Clinton Impeached for Perjury 
• In 1998, Clinton’s affair with a 

White House intern, Monica 
Lewinsky, became a national 
scandal. 

• Clinton confessed under oath that 
he “did not have sexual relations 
with that woman, Ms. Lewinsky.” 

• Further investigate proved he was 
lying.  The House of 
Representatives voted to impeach 
the President for perjury. 

• The Senate however failed to vote 
for impeachment and Clinton was 
subsequently acquitted. 



America’s New Threat: Domestic Terrorism 
• In 1995, Timothy McVeigh bombed the 

Federal Building in Oklahoma City, killing 
168 people. 

• In 1999, two student gunmen opened 
fire on Columbine High School in 
Colorado, killing 12 students and a 
teacher. 
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2000 Election: Bush v. Gore 
• The 2000 Presidential Election became one of the most 

controversial in US history. 

• VP Al Gore won the popular vote, but lost the electoral vote. 

• A legal struggle broke out after accounts of voter fraud and 
intimidation left disputed results in the state of Florida. 

• The Florida Supreme Court agreed to a recount of the states 
votes. 

• However the US Supreme Court stepped in, stopping the 
recount and awarding Florida’s 27 electoral votes to G.W. Bush 
ultimately giving him the election. 

• Questions remained as to whether or not the Electoral College 
was still relevant and if the system should stay. 





America’s New Threat: International Terrorism 
• September 11th, 2001 – World Trade 

Center and Pentagon attacked by 
Islamic fundamentalist using 
airplanes. 

• A fourth plane crashed in a field in 
PA after passengers fought 
hijackers for control.  Plane 
allegedly heading for White House. 

• The international terrorist 
organization AL QAIDA eventually 
takes responsibility for the attacks. 

• AL QAIDA headed by Osama bin 
Laden – enemy to all Western, 
capitalist societies. 



Bush’s War on Terrorism 
• In response to the 9/11 

attacks, the US declares war 
on terrorist group the 
Taliban whose stronghold 
exists in Afghanistan. 

• Al-Qaida had been known to 
help support and fund 
terrorist activities of the 
Taliban throughout the 
world. 

• October 2001 – American 
troops invade Afghanistan 
to rid the country of the 
Taliban. 
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Bush Invades Iraq 
• March 2003 – President Bush asks 

Congress to declare war on Iraq for 
a 2nd time citing Saddam Hussein’s 
ties to Al-Qaida and their possession 
of weapons of mass destruction. 

• War becomes a polarizing subject in 
the nation.  Many feared US 
involvement in Iraq was for 
economic purposes and not part of 
the War on Terrorism. 

• May 2003 – Bush delivers a speech 
on aircraft carrier declaring 
“Mission Accomplished” in Iraq; 
however war drug on for another 8 
years costing billions of dollars and 
thousands of American soldiers’ 
lives. 



Ticket Out the Door 

•After the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and the end of the Cold War, what 
new threats did Americans end up 
facing at the turn of the 21st century? 
 


