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SSUSH22 The student will identify 
dimensions of the Civil Rights 
Movement, 1945-1970.  

a. Explain the importance of President 
Truman’s order to integrate the U.S. 
military and the federal government.  

b. Identify Jackie Robinson and the 
integration of baseball.  

c. Explain Brown v. Board of Education 
and efforts to resist the decision.  
 



 While many aspects of 
American life were 
segregated, some 
progress was being 
made. 

 In 1947 Jackie Robinson 
joined the Brooklyn 
Dodgers and became 
the first African 
American to play 
baseball in the major 
leagues. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jrobinson.jpg


 After WWII, President 
Truman pushed for 
legislation to improve 
opportunities for African 
Americans. 

 He was met with resistance 
by Congress for many of his 
initiatives dealing with race 
relations. (voting rights, anti-
lynching) 

 In response, Truman issued 
an executive order in 1948 
effectively desegregating 
the military. 

 
 





 Beginning in the 1940’s, the 
NAACP (National 
Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People) began challenging 
the constitutionality of 
segregation. 

 The legal team was headed 
by Thurgood Marshall. 

 Later in 1967, Marshall 
would be appointed the 
first African American to 
the Supreme Court. 
 



 In 1954 the Supreme Court 
ruled unanimously in 
Brown v. Board of Education 
that segregation in public 
schools was 
unconstitutional. 

 The ruling overturned 
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), 
concluding that “separate 
but equal” violated the 
principles of the 
Constitution.   





The court went even 
further to demand that 
schools be 
desegregated “with all 
deliberate speed.” 

Many in the South 
resisted the Brown 
decision and organized 
“White Citizens 
Councils” to actively 
protest against 
segregation. 
 
 



 In 1957 a famous battle over 
segregation took place in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 

 Nine African Americans 
volunteered to be the first 
black students admitted to 
Central High School. 

 However the governor of 
Arkansas, Orval Faubus, 
opposed integration and 
sent state troops to block the 
“Little Rock 9” from entering 
the school. 



 When Governor Faubus 
refused to admit the Little 
Rock 9, President 
Eisenhower sent in federal 
troops to enforce the 
Supreme Court’s decision. 

 Similar to the nullification 
crisis, this episode in US 
history highlights the 
power struggle between 
state and federal 
government. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:101st_Airborne_at_Little_Rock_Central_High.jpg


 What are people saying 
about her 50 years later? 

 What will people say about 
them in 50 years? 


